
www.esdo.org
www.bansup.esdo.org

info@esdo.org

Quarterly
E-Bulletin  

2025
July - September

ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION-ESDO



The Fifth Session of

The Inter-Governmental Negotiating

Committee (INC-5.2) on Plastic Pollution

The Battle to Keep Plastic at Bay Continues!

The second segment of the fifth session of the Intergovernmental

Negotiating Committee (INC-5.2), held in Geneva, concluded

without an agreement on the highly anticipated Global Plastics

Treaty. Despite progress in technical negotiations, deep political

divides over the scope, ambition, and financing of the treaty stalled

an outcome due to a lack of consensus. For Bangladesh and other

Global South countries, this outcome reflects the urgent need to

amplify voices that demand equity, justice, and ambition in the

treaty process. Unfortunately, stalemates on key issues were noted.

Countries disagreed on production reduction targets, financial

mechanisms, and technology transfer—blocking the adoption of a

consolidated treaty text. With INC-6 approaching, the treaty

process remains uncertain but crucial. Global South leadership,

including Bangladesh, will be vital in ensuring a binding and

ambitious agreement.



Youth Dialogue on Plastic Pollution &
Treaty Negotiations

As part of BFFP’s Global Week of Action 2025, this event was held at ESDO’s Head
Office in Dhaka on July 28, 2025, just days before the resumption of INC-5.2
negotiations in Geneva. The purpose of the event was to raise awareness by
creating space for the youths to critically exercise their voice in relation to the
Global Plastics Treaty. Four youth groups brainstormed responses to guiding
questions around treaty advocacy, reducing single-use plastics, and community
engagement. The session yielded locally grounded recommendations that are
globally relevant.

Shaping Our Voice for INC-5.2!



Toys, essential for nurturing the cognitive, emotional, and social development of

children, have tragically become silent carriers of toxic substances in Bangladesh.

ESDO, in association with BAN Toxics, Philippines, published an investigative

report that exposes a disturbing pattern of systemic contamination in plastic toys

available in the Bangladeshi market. The findings reveal that many toys, especially

those manufactured informally or imported from low-regulation regions, contain

dangerously high levels of heavy metals such as lead (Pb), cadmium (Cd),

chromium (Cr), mercury (Hg), arsenic (As), etc. This report is both a scientific

exposé and a public health warning. It advocates for urgent policy reform through

the establishment of legally binding national toy safety standards, mandatory

chemical testing, manufacturer accountability, and public awareness campaigns.

Toxic playtime: Uncovering Heavy

Metals in Children’s Plastic Toys



Uncovering Heavy Metals
in Children’s Plastic Toys
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